Press Release

QATAR BIOBANK RECEIVES TWO ISO CERTIFICATIONS
Certifications provide confidentiality and privacy assurances for participants
Doha, 3 November 2014: Qatar Biobank has recently been certified with two International
Organization for Standardization (ISO) certifications by the British Standards Institute Group
Middle East (BSI).
As a member of Qatar Foundation for Education, Science and Community Development (QF),
Qatar Biobank supports QF’s mission to ensure that Qatar addresses national health priorities,
by enabling research on the causes of diseases that prevail in Qatar.
Qatar Biobank is one of the first Qatar Foundation centres to receive the two qualifications ISO 9001 and ISO 27001, addressing Quality Management Systems and Information Security
Management respectively.
Working with the Supreme Council of Health, Hamad Medical Corporation and supported by
scientists from Imperial College London, Qatar Biobank will enable medical research on health
issues that prevail in Qatar.
Mr Omar Rashid, General Manager of BSI, issued the two ISO certifications to Qatar Biobank at
the Certification Ceremony held at the Qatar Foundation Student Center in Education City. The
ceremony was attended by Qatar Biobank staff members, Members of the Board, key
stakeholders and partners.
As the world’s largest developer of international standards, ISO specifications ensure quality,
safety and efficiency across various industries worldwide.
Quality Management Systems addresses standards that provide guidance and tools for
organisations to ensure they provide a high quality service that meets customer requirements.
Information Security Management helps manage sensitive information, for example ensuring
the security of participant health information and biological samples.
Protecting the privacy and confidentiality of contributors to Qatar Biobank, who volunteer
health information and biological samples is integral. Qatar Biobank has put rigorous
confidentiality processes in place and the ISO certification helps ensure that the samples
collected are fit for purpose and provide important assurances to participants.
With Qatar Biobank set for the wide-scale public launch next year, having collected health
information and biological samples from more than 1,700 members of the local community, the
ISO certification represents a significant milestone, equipping the organisation to welcome
more participants.

Press Release

“As part of our ramp-up phase, the increase in participants will be significant. Achieving this
international certification is integral in paving the way for Qatar Biobank to develop innovative
scientific outputs that can be applied globally in accordance with industry best practice,” said
Dr Hadi Abderrahim, Managing Director of Qatar Biobank.
Tamer El Nashar, Information Technology Project Manager at Qatar Biobank, said: “The ISO
certification equips us to be ready to collect the depth and breadth of quality samples and
information, which will allow researchers across research centres in Qatar to advance the
understanding of human health and disease.”
Mr Omar Rashid, General Manager of BSI said: “On behalf of our Board of Directors, our
Chairman Sir David Brown, and the Regional Managing Director of the British Standards
Institution Middle East and Africa Mr Theuns Kotze, I would like to congratulate Qatar Biobank
in achieving these two ISO certifications. I am delighted to be here to help mark this occasion,
and I applaud Qatar Biobank for leading by example, with their commitment to achieve
compliance to these two International Standards.”
“I would like to congratulate all those involved in this collective effort. Without the ability to
design and accept Standards, we could never have developed into such a complex society.
Standards drive learning, make comparison possible and fuel creativity. Your achievement will
make a positive difference in developing the objectives of Qatar Biobank while also maintaining
international best practices in delivering quality services, and protecting valuable, sensitive
data,” he added.
Qatar Biobank is a large-scale, long term medical research initiative for the population of Qatar,
which over the next few years aims to recruit large numbers of participants from the
population of Qatar. Qatar Biobank aims to give Qatar’s population stronger chances of
avoiding serious illnesses and to promote better health for future generations.
Image Caption
Image 1: Dr Hadi Abderrahim, Managing Director of Qatar Biobank welcoming guests to the ISO
Certification Ceremony where the British Standards Institute Group Middle East (BSI) awarded Qatar
Biobank with two qualifications.
Image 2: From left to right: Dr Abdulla Al Kabbi, Member of Qatar Biobank Board of Trustees, Mr Omar
Rashid, General Manager of the British Standards Institute Middle East (BSI); Dr Hadi Abderrahim,
Managing Director of Qatar Biobank, and Dr Nahla Afifi, Scientific and Education Manager at Qatar
Biobank.

Press Release

ENDS
About Qatar Biobank:
Qatar Biobank is a member of Qatar Foundation, working with the Supreme Council of Health,
Hamad Medical Corporation and supported by scientists from Imperial College London, Qatar
Biobank will enable medical research on health issues that prevail in Qatar.
Through its collection of samples and information on health and lifestyle from large numbers of
members of the population of Qatar, Qatar Biobank will make vital health research possible for
researchers in Qatar, the region and the world.
Qatar Biobank is a unique resource that will raise Qatar’s profile in biomedical research
regionally and globally. To find out more about Qatar Biobank’s important work to improve the
health of Qatar’s future generations, please visit http://www.qatarbiobank.org.qa/home and
engage with the organization on Twitter https://twitter.com/Qatar_Biobank.
For more information:
Please contact Ashvinder Kaur Matharoo, +974 7021 8283, ashvinderm@bljworldwide.com

About BSI
BSI (British Standards Institution) is a global organization that equips businesses with the
necessary solutions to turn standards of best practice into habits of excellence. Formed in 1901,
BSI was the world’s first National Standards Body and a founding member of the International
Organization for Standardization (ISO). Over a century later it continues to facilitate business
improvement across the globe by helping its clients drive performance, reduce risk and grow
sustainably through the adoption of international management systems standards, many of
which BSI originated. Famed for its marks of excellence including the instantly recognizable
Kitemark®, BSI’s influence spans multiple sectors including aerospace, construction, energy,
engineering, finance, healthcare, IT and retail. With over 64,000 clients in 147 countries, BSI is
an organization whose standards inspire excellence across the globe. To learn more, please
visit www.bsigroup.ae
British Standards Institution Group Middle East WLL - Qatar
Palm Tower B, Office 4605, P.O.Box 27773, Doha Qatar
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